
SPEECH OF Mr. BRODHEAD,
OF PENNSYLVANIA,

On tJir fttblic Landt.Graduation and Reduction
of the price tlureof, preferable to grant* of alternate mitotn

to aid in the construction of railroads.grant» to actual let-

tiers, cession to the Statu, $r., briefly considered.

In ths 8bw.%t*, Mabcu 15, 1852.
Mr. BRODHEAD said: It is not my purpose, Mr. Pre-

sident, to make what is called a regular speech. As the
votes are about to be taken on this model and pioneer bill,
I only design briefly to explain those I am about to give,
and the substitute I am about to propose. The points
and propositions which will control my action upon this
and U-'v many other similar bills granting alternate sec¬

tions of the public lands, five miles on each side'of the
road, (and doubling the price of those retained,) for the
purpose of aiding in the construction of railroads, I may
discuss fully hereafter. I will do little more than state
them now.
Much interest is felt, not only in the new but in the

old States, in regard to the public lands. Now that the
slavery question seems to be settled, agitation in regard
to the public lands has commenced. A contest between
the old and the new States, now threatened, should be
avoided, and the questions settled upon just, equitable,
and constitutional principles.

I cannot vote for these alternate-section railroad bills
for several ;w«jns, fclthMlgh I WOUld use tV <lo so v$r;-
much to accommodate the amiable, talented, and accom-

Jlished representatives from Iowa, (Messrs. Dodok and
ones,) whose bill is now under consideration. 1 feel

embarrassed, because my(heart is on one side and my judg¬
ment and duty as a Senator on the other.

Five propositions are now before Congress upon the
subject of the public lands. Debate has been had upon
all. and bills submitted to cany some into effect:

1. To grant alternate sections to aid in the construction
of railroads. Fifteen millions of acres per annum would
thus be taken for years to come.

2. To divide them in kind among all the States.the old
States taking as much as are given to the new ones, for
purposes of internal improvement.

3. lo give them to actual settlers. About four millions
of acres per annum would thus be taken. Adopt this
plan, and continue the issue of land warrants now autho¬
rized by law to the soldiers, and very little revenue will
be received from the sales of the public lands, and the
expenses oi the land system will be thrown upon the
Treasury.

4. To cede them to the States in which they lie.
5- To graduate and reduce the price.
These alternate-section bills do not commend them¬

selves to my favorable consideration, because.
1. T hey connect this Government with a system of in-

tcrual improvements which, in my opinion, involves a ne- [
cessity for a lutitudinous construction of the Constitution .

violative of its principles. They provide for an internal-
improvement system in disguise. It is an oblique mode 1

of legislation. * '

2. These bills, if passed, will derange our admirable [
land system, which has worked so well for many years
past, and bring numerous applicants here for years to

C

come. They are local and partial in their character, and !
will change the course of settlement from one part of a

State to another. They do not provide general " rules
and regulations."

3. They assert the principle that this Government can
'

aid works of internal improvement in States where there
'

are public lands, and cannot where there are none.
4. In point of fact, they provide for a partial distribu¬

tion of the public lands injurious to the old States, and
portions of the new ones, through which the roads do not
pass. Besides, they facilitate the creation of monopolies;
for as soon as the grants are made to the States, as in the
case of the Illinois grant, they are forthwith transferred
to railroad companies.

5. The public lands have cost this Government, com- !
posed of all the States, large sums of money, and large
Bums have been received therefor. The records show that ]
we have received nearly as much as we have paid out, i

provided the Indian annuities, and Indian department, and
Indian wars are net taken into consideration. The ac-

8

count is pretty nearly balanced, and there remains vast
C

quantities unsold. It is estimated that we have about !
fourteen hundred millions of acres, including the Indian

8

territory, undisposed of. In view ofthe increasing strength
1

of the Western country, and of the fact that many of our
T

lands have been a long time in market, and the States
'

cannot tax them : and in view of many other considers- ]
tions, I think it is proper to graduate and reduce the
price thereof, not only to actual settler*, bat generally.

G. Graduate and reduce the price of the public lands,
and leave the construction at railroads, &c., as in the old
States, to State and individual enterprise. ThiB nlan is
simple j it fttmishes cheap homes to poor settlers, pro-
flftotee good feeling among the States, abates the tendency
to centralization, prevents monopolies, and is free from
constitutional objections. Our land system presents other
questions besides those of money and finance.

These are some of the large objectiohs which I have to
these alternate-section bills. They are decided, radical,
and constitutional, and such as in my judgment outweigh
any considerations of public policy which may be urged
in their behalf.
My objection0, if good, are equally decisive against the

amendment of the honorable Senator from Kentucky.
That provides for an equal grant to the old States for
purposes of internal improvement. If a grant cannot

properly be made to one of the land States for purposes of
internal improvement, it follows that it cannot be made to
the old States, to say nothingof thepropriety or impropriety
of one State holding lands in another. If a division is to be
made, the most unobjectionable mode, in my opinion, is
to divide the proceeds of the sales of the public lands
among all the States. I do not say that I favor that
policy ; 1 only wish now to be understood as saying that
I prefer it to the proposition submitted by the honorable
Senator from Kentucky. The lands are now indebted to
the customs. It will take fifty-five or sixty millions of
acres yet to satisfy the land warrants recently authorised
to be issued to soldiers. Large sums are yet due the dif¬
ferent tribes of Indians under treaties. The expenses of
the hind department are very heavy. All things consid¬
ered, I do not believe this Government will ever receive a

dollar of nett revenue from lands; and therefore, if dis¬
tribution is made to the States, it must be from moneys
collected at the custom-houses. If all the public lands
should be ceded to the States in which they lie, and we

have nothing but the proceeds of the sales in the Territo¬
ries. the lands, I am quite certain, wiU bring us annually
in debt. I want the revenue from the lands to pay for
their purchase, the Indian annuities, and the cost of their
administration. The Post Office Department is made to

support itself; so should the land department
There mar be defects in oar present land system, hut I

doubt whether human wisdom could devise one which
would thus far have worked better. We must have a

general system. Time and circumstances may demand a

modification of the present one. We are here to make
general laws for the public good, and the fewer they arc

in number the better. All Governments should hare some
settled policy. We cannot legislate in regard to particu¬
lar localities. We cannot properly or wisely judge whether
a railroad should run east, west, north, or sooth. Some
of the old States might want a roau to run one way, some
another way. Hence questions are brought up not pro¬
per for adjudication in Congress. Why should we pro¬
vide for a sale and settlement of the public lands in a par¬
ticular part of a new State, and not another? There is
but one rational answer to this question. Every general
law will operate injuriously in particular esses, and there¬
fore complaints may seem to be justly made ; but it shonld
be remembered that it is much easier to point to defects
than to devise remedies, to touch blemishes than to ex¬
tract them, to demolish an edifice than to erect a conve-
nient substitute.

If we should cedc the public lands to the twelve States
in which they lie, we would still be obliged to keep up the
land and Indian department* for th* Territorial. A ces¬

sion would not, therefore, much diminish the expenses;
nor would it, in my opinion, much more benefit the new
States than to graduate and reduce the price. If the
new 8tates were to take them, they woald be obliged to
incur the expense of their administration. Besides, one

State would adopt one system, and another State another.
The good of the country does not require at present so

rash a disruption of the present system. These twelve
land States*now ask a cession to them of the public lands
within their territorial limits. Some of the old States re¬

fuse, and demand that the proceeds of the sales thereof
be divided among all. Men sometimes display great wis¬
dom in making concessions at the proper time, where prin¬
ciple is not concerned. Charles I. had no wisdom of this
sort, and lost his hend ; George III. did not know when
to yield a little, and lost his colonies. The manufacturers
mad* a great mistake in not accepting McKay's tariff bill
in 1844, for in 1844) one was passed far more objectiona¬
ble to them. It seems to me that the Representatives of
the old States ought now to agree to graduate and reduce
the price of the public lands; and the Representatives of
the new States ought to give up these numerous railroad
projects, by means of which they expect to get most oi
the public lands and break up the present laad system.

The bill under consideration is called " A bill granting
the right of way and making a grant of land to the State
of Iowa in aid of tlu construction of certain railroad» in tain
State." To the grant of a right of way I have no objections.
That would be a valuable grant in the old States. The real
object of the bill is indicated in the title, U wit, " to aid
in the construction of railroads." It will not do to call a

plan to aid in the construction of railroads a measure to
settle and improve the public lands. ThaUa begging the

question, ana the assumption of the main point in dis¬
pute. That would be making the incident greater than
the principal. Those who come here to get th*se billi
passed, in order to have them go into the hands of corpo-

ration, have no surplus love for tbf poor *ettlera. I with
to call things by their right Mine* m legislation . that is

the way to let people Vuow what we VT.do'Uf1.. 19

right for us to build a railroad, or to aid in building one

let uk Jo Jt at onoe, not by indirection. These bills not

looking directly to, and hating for their penary object a
sale and settlement of -the public lauds, it follows, as a

matter of course, that they involve the Federal Govern-
ment in a system of internal improvement; opposition to
which has now become a fundamental article in the creed
of the Democratic party. We all know when a breach is
once made in a constitution or a great principle, how
easily and how speedily it is widened. Last year one bul
of this sort passed, anJ now ten or fifteen are proposed,
asking ten or fifteen millions of acres. Next year the
number will be the same, if not greater.
Every intelligent man who has witnessed the working

of the Federal Government must see the tendency to con¬
solidation. The States seem to be fast becoming mere

corporations, looking to the Federal Government for sup¬
port Cougress is constantly besieged to overstep its
legitimate powers. Annually hereafter grauts of land
will be asked, until all is exhausted in the States, and
then applications will come from the Territories. Wher¬
ever there is power, there seems to be a disposition to use
and abuse it. All admit that a strict construction of the
Constitution.a forbearance to exercise any power, ex¬

cept where an express grant for it can be found in
the Constitution.is necessary for the preservation and
perpetuity of this Government; and yet the restrictions
and limitations of the Constitution seem to be of no avail
Wlicn ftTnbitkm prompts or interest leads the way. We
have a Government fomftd of external and internal sove¬

reignties. The general and great purposes of the Union
are to protect us against foreign invasion, to defend us

against cemmotions and insurrections, and to regulate
our intercourse with foreign nations. All other matteis,
with few exceptions, in the machinery of our Government,
are left to the States. If this doctrine of strict construc¬
tion can be enforced, Congress will no longer be besieged
bv jobbers, contractors, and speculators, and people will
cease to think that the world can be legislated into the
millennium. If discord among the States, rebellion, and

anarchy shall ever destroy this fair land, it will be be¬
cause this Government has assumed powers not granted
by the Constitution. Look at the fearful ratio of increase
of expenditure upon the part of this Government. But
a few years ago the annual expenses only amounted to
about thirty millions of dollars ; now they are over fifty
millions. It seems almost impossible to resist those who
come here to capture the public treasury, or appropriate
to themselves the public lands.

It is said, however, in answer to constitutional scruples,
that it has been the practice of the Government to grant
alternate sections to aid in the construction of canals and
the improvement of rivers. Precedents arc cited, and
the aid of great names oalled in. Sir, I admit the prece-
lents, but deny their force. Precedents! Why, they can
je found in this Government for any thing and every
iiing. They rise up like Banquo's ghost. Our evil
leeds lire after us. We are not in Westminster Ilall, liow-
iver, where precedents are considered binding. Great
lames are brought forward. Mr. Calhoun's opinion has
>een cited. Upon what great question of constitutional
.onstruction have not our great statesmen been about
squally divided? and some of them have been found upon
X)th sides of the same question. Take the questions of
he bank, tariff, internal improvements, sub-treasury,
ilavery, &c., and I can show the opinions of statesmen
squally eminent on both sides. I therefore think it my
iuty to read the constitution for myself; and if I am in
ioubt, I go on the side which gives least power to the
General Government, and most to the States. I confess
that I prefer the opinions expressed by President Polk in
his celebrated veto message of the river and harbor bill,
to those of any other statesman upon the subject ot in¬
ternal improvements.
The constitution gives Congress "power to dispose of

ind make all needful rules and regulations respecting the
territory and other property belonging to the United
States." The bills we are called upon to pass do not pur-
>ort to make any general " rules" (and aU rules we make
lere should be general) respecting the public lands.
Nho will deny the correctness of this proposition ? If we
mthorize railroads through the different land States, and
rhange the price sometimes within five and sometimes
vithin fifteen miles of the roads, every one must see that
peculation, injustice, and endless confusion and litigation
aust be the result. If we grant lands to aid one rail-
¦oad, we must make grants to aid all other projected
.oads. We make rules.in other words, we make laws.
ivith a view to dispose of the public lands, not with a
riew to construct railroads and canals. Besides, what
right have we to make rules which will promote the sale
ind settlement of the public lands in one section of a

State, and not in another! Who will say that this ques¬
tion is not properly put! Every man of experience, it
geems to me, must see the confusion, beneficial only to
speculators, lo which such a policy would lead. And
again : every body knows that nearly all the lands upon
the line ef these roads have been sold. Why, then, call
it a bill granting alternate sections, when it is well known
that they will be obliged to go off ten or fifteen miles from
the line of the road to get the required quantity.to wit,
five miles on each side of the road ?

It has been said, and intimated again and again, that
this Government and the old States have acted unjustly
toward the new States. I cannot admit the fact. By
compacts with the new States upon their admission into
the Union, five percent of the nett receipts of the sales ol
the public lands is set apart for the use of such States.
Three per cent is to be annually paid to the respective
(new) States, and two per cent, to be used in construct¬
ing roads to and through them. In most instances, how¬
ever, the whole five per cent, has been paid to the new
States. Out of this three and two per cent, fund over

$4,000,000 have been paid to the new States. Nearly
$6,000,000 more were expended in constructing the Cum¬
berland road, to and through the public lands. The Gene¬
ral Government paid the expenses of each State while a

Territory, and gave each a kind of outfit Besides, over

twenty millions acres of the public lands have been given
to the new States for common schools, universities, seats
of government, salines, deaf and dumb asylums, &c.
And again : as an evidence that this Government has

extended a kind and liberal hand to the people of the
West and Southwest, look at their past, present, and
prospective growth in all the elements of individual, so¬

cial, and national wealth and prosperity. It is unexam¬

pled in the history of nations. Every stroke of the
woodman's axe beyond the Mississippi seems to enlarge
their dominion and augment their power. To no one does
this prosperity afford more sincere pleasure than to my¬
self. It is a great and glorious spectacle to see the hu¬
man family thus going out not lawlessly, but under the
benign influences of our Government, to cultivate and
subdue the earth, and peaceably to possess its broad pa¬
trimony. I would not deal prudpinglv with such a peo¬
ple. For many reasons, which I might state, I beuere
they will do as much if not more than any other portion
of our people to preserve and perpetuate this Government.
They must trade in the East and hence the preservation
of the Union is necessary for them. We ought to adopt
a liberal policy towards those who lead the way in bring¬
ing into subjection the wild and unbroken lands of the
wilderness. Hence I bring forward this measure to gra¬
duate and reduce the price of the public lands, (in lieu of
these railroad projects,) which will operate beneficially to
the hard-working pioneer, and cut up the schemes of spe¬
culators by the roots. It must be apparent to all that ^we must choose one measure or the other. I prefer the
graduating one. It is the only one which, in my opinion,
can pass the House. The more landholders we hare, the
greater the security for our present form of government.
Besides, the rights and interests of the laboring classes
should be lookod to and cared for. If there is no place
where they can obtain land cheap, the supply of labor in
the old States will become greater than the demand, and
then wages will be forced down as they are in Europe.
The evils of a redundant population should be avoided,
especially in a republic. I would like to see every labor¬
ing man have a home which he could call his own, and
which he has purchased, however cheap. Men, in this
country, though poor, do not like to lit* upon the chanty
of their neighbors, or upon the bounty of their Govern¬
ment. 1 am willing that the Western people should go

| on prospering and complaining. Prosperity in the w est
benefit* the East. They can make larger purchases of
manufactured articles, and, besides, they must bring their
products over our railroads and canals. The interests of
all are reciprocal. That great philosopher and states¬
man, (Thomas Jefferson,) who looked further behind and
further before him than any other man of his day, made
a remark which msy well be applied to the Western peo¬ple and W estern States:

" So we have gone on," ai» his words, " and so we phall go on,
puttied and prospering beyond example, and shall continue to
yrmrl, to multiply, and to pnmprr until wc exhibit an associa¬
tion powerful, wise, and happy beyond what has yet been seen
by man."

Those who ask the passage of these bills complain that
public lands have been a long time in market and have

\ not been sold, and that it ought to be a part of the policyof the Government to adopt measures to promote sale and
,, settlement. I admit that a large part of the public do¬
main has been a long time in market; but the reason for
it is apparent. The records show that the supply is
greater than the demand. We survey and bring annuallyj into market about 12,000,000 of acres, and the annual
demand Is about 3,000,000. If we pass all these railroad
bills, we will only be able to sell about half that quantity.because the States or railroad companies to whom these
grant* are made will supply the other half. It has alwaysbeen a part of the wise policy of this Government, I ad-
tail, to promote the sale and settlement of the publiclands. Geo. Jackson, as far back as 1H82, well said in
his annual message of that year:
* It cannot be doubted that the speedy t-eUlemmt of the**' landsconetitutes the true Interest of the Republic. The w>alth

and strength ofa country are ito population; and (he best part

of th« population are the cultivators of the aoil. Independent
farmer* »re everywhere the basis of society and true friend*
of liberty. It »eeui« to be our true policy that the public lanuxa
(hall cent, us soou as practicable, to be a source or revenue."

. Hence I now propone the graduating policy as better
calculated to accomplish that purpoae than these railroad
schemes. Lands which have only been in market ten
years sell for $1.25, the present price of all; those which
have been in market over ten, and not exceeding fifteen,
sell for $1; those in market for fifteen, and not exceed¬
ing twenty, eighty oents; those in market twenty, and
not exceeding twenty-five years, sell for sixty cents per
acre ; those in market for twenty-five, and not exoeeding
thirty years, sell for forty cents per acre ; and those in
market more than thirty, sell for twenty cents. The bill
I propose also makes provision for pre-emptiuners.

It is only on the ground thut these railroad bills will
promote sale and settlement that their constitutionality
is justified; and I therefore submit that, waiving the con¬
stitutional question, the measure whioh I advocate as a
substitute would be much more etfioient in promoting that
object, as well as more just and equitable to all parts of
the country. Its constitutionality is admitted by all, and
it is the only measure which I think can pass the House
of Representatives. I offer it as a compromise measure.

It is urged as another reason in favor of these bills,
that it would be unjust to permit the new States to con¬
struct railroads whereby the value of the public domain
would be augmented, without making some adequate
compensation. It is said thafcthe United States is a great
land proprietor, and should aid in improving the country
and its own lands. Now, sir, there is a perfect answer to
this argument. Does not every railroad and canal made,
from the Atlantic border to the Western waters, improve
the price of the public lands ? Therefore if the new
States ure to be compensated, the old States should also
be compensated, and the General Government-would have
little else to do than to adjust balances. Pennsylvania
would come in for a large share, for she has incurred
more debts in the construction of railroads and canals lead¬
ing to the West than any other State in the Union.

It is further urged, as an argument in favor of thesis
bills, that the Government, although it grants alternate
sections five miles on each side of the roads, makes mo¬

ney by the operation, because it doubles the price of those
retained, atTu thus promotes sale and settlement. Now,
although this is true to some extent, it is not a better
measure than the one I propose ; besides, it is liable to
the many objections which I have stated.

But, if the construction of these railroads do thus en¬
hance the value of the public domain, why do not those
who desire to construct them enter and take up all the
land through which they pass at the minimum price be¬
fore they begin the work, and thus the increase in value
will inure to their own advantages, and not to that of the
Government. Those who wish lands can therefore seques¬
ter them for their own use.
But the practical operation of these grants, as exera

plified in the case of the grant at the first session of tht
last Congress to Illinois, is this: the grant is made to the
State, and forthwith a company is incorporated, the grand
transferred to the oompany, and thus a railroad company
becomes the owner of vast bodies of land, mortgages the
same, and thus constructs the road. I do not think the
General Government ought thus to lend itself to create
facilities for the multiplication of incorporated companies.
On Saturday last I observed by the papers a complimen-1
tary dinner was given at one of the hotels in this city by j;
a committee of this Ulinois railroad company to the Hli-
nois delegation in Congress, in honor of their success.
They came here, no doubt, to return thanks for the patron¬
age of the Federal Government.

I have thus, Mr. President, briefly, though I fear im¬
perfectly, stated my views upon the .important subject
now under consideration. I have stuwed languago to as¬
certain with how few words I could sf%e facts and argu¬
ments and make myself understood. Vie Senate and my
constituents will judge with what success upon this occa¬
sion.

SPEECH OF MR. EWING,
OF KENTUCKY,

On the Homestead Bill.Non-intervention.

In the Hopse or Representatives, April 24, 1852.
The House being in Committee of the Whole on the

state of the Union on the Homestead Bill.
Mr. EWING said: Mr. Chairman, I do not propose to

confine myself to the merits of the bill immediately under
the consideration of the committee, although I conceive it
has merits, and I am inclined to give it my vote. I look
upon it at least as one of the mast harmless developments'
of that idea of progress now so prevalent in the country;
and in the general distribution of the public lands which
is threatened, I know of no more worthy recipients who
are likely to be benefited than those proposed in the bill.
Besides, there is perhaps no other mode by which any
portion of the citiiens of my own State will ever be made
to share in the distribution.

In reference to this idea of progress, Mr. Chairman,
one much derided upon the one hand and perhaps extra-1
v&gantly lauded upon the other, allow me to say that there
never was a hnmbug so empty, never a philosophy so vain,
which met, for any length of time, with any response
from any quarter which had not at its basis some founda¬
tion of truth. And it does not become us to reject even

popular error without sifting out and separating the truth
which has given it currency.
We are told that progress is an empty word; that it

means every thing, or that it means nothing. Not so, sir.
It may be shadowy, indefinite as that mysterious, uncer¬
tain future to which it refers, and in which it lives. It is
no fixed measure or series of measures ; it is a spirit,
vivifying principle. Why, Mr. Chairman, he who preaches
content preaches a false philosophy. He who tells us to
be satisfied with the present existing state of things at
any time will teach in vain. That restless, dissatisfied
spirit.that irrepressible longing after something new,
something better in the future.that never-dying hope,
urging us ever onward, was implanted in us by Him who
made us doubtless to induce us to seek a better world than
this ; and inherent and ineradicable as it is in man. it
manifests itself in all with which he has to do, in every re¬
lation in which he is oalled to act, individual, social, and
political. I believe there is an idea generally prevalent
at the present time in the country that a new era has
arisen.that another political cycle has revolved itself.
that new measures must be adopted, new principles evolv¬
ed, perhaps new attitudes and relations of parties. The
time has cone, as I humbly conceive, in the convictions
of the American people, when we should stop and inquire
whether there is in this country a party, in any or all po¬
litical organizations, in whatever geographical section,
with sufficient power to control the destinies of the coun¬

try, and having a sincere love and admiration far the con¬
stitution, the whole constitution, in all of its parte and
and provisions, and a living faith in the Union and its
permanency, who are ready to act upon that faith, and,
so acting, to go on in the development of the happiness
and greatness of this country, to make it what it should
become.the grandest empire the world has ever seen.
When parties are divided upon principle, the spoils, as a

necessary concomitant, follow the victors, and, though an
evil, is tolerated as an inevitable one. But when party
array and party conflicts degenerate into nothing else
than a struggle for the spoils, an indignant and impatient
people will reject the outrageous imposition.

But, sir, the idea of progress under the broad shield of
its popularity covers many errors. Home men think that
change is progress. Mere novelty.innovation, the sim¬
ple abandonment of ancient principles.it not necessarily
progress. It is sometimes counter-revolution.retro¬
gression. The revolution which gave into the hands of
Robespierre and his associates the power in France, which
they so terribly abused, was ao more an example of pro¬
gress than the revolution of the 9th Thermidor, which
restored it to those who exercised it with more humanity;
nor the revolution of the 19th Bramaire, which placed
Napoleon in power, any more than the restoration of the
Bourbons. There are errors now abroad under that po¬
pular name, to which they have no right or title, like the
heresy which corrupts and perverts the true religion.Koseuthinm is defunct, and I should insult your good
sense either to advocate or oppose it on this floor. That
king of spouters, that hero of sounding periods, has made
his campaign of five hundred speeches in less than four
months.I confide in his own estimate, rather than under-
take the enumeration myself.and accomplished a signal
though a brilliant failure. He has strutted as a hero his
brief hour upon the stage ; he has drunk the brimming
cup of adulation, until a steadier, wiser brain than his
might have reeled with the delioious intoxication; he has
been called a second Washington, for what reason I know
not, unless perhaps because Washington was said to be a
master of retreats, and he himself has achieved on* of the
most extraordinary retreats on record, from the time of

I Xenophon down.a retreat from a hundred and thirty-fivethousand of hia own men, with five hundred field pieoes.
Sir, it has been said to be one of the most striking and
beautiful figures of rhetoric or poetry to magnify an idea
by«the comparison of it with something infinitely superior,
If this be true, there never was a more poetic idea, or a
more daring flight of the imagination, than the oompari-
son of Kossuth with Washington. But his hour has gone
by ; he only lingers on the stage after his part is played.Hi# mad schemes, with his twelve hundred saddles for
imaginary horses, and his forty thousand two dollar mus¬
kets for visionary men; his extraordinary plans for the
conduet of . war with Russia and Austria, by charitable
contributions, as good people would support a missionary
in the flandwioh Islands, do not startle us, only because,
in the extravagance of their insane folly, they sink into
contempt.

Bnt there are distinguished gentlemen in the other end
of this Capitol, statesmen, exponents of great political
parties, seeking to become the heads of those parties, and
by that means the beads of this Government, who thoughtI a short ttnse since that here was a god-send, a happy

breexe, in the dead political calm, which was to waft them
into tie haveu of success. They thought thia was to b«
the popular tide, which, taken at the flood, should bear
them iuto power. I waa muck reassured dome weeka
dince, though, I confer, uot entirely relieved, by the as-
sUrance of my esteemed friend from California, (Mr.
Haksuau,,) not now present, that his favorite, Judge
Doi'iglus, waa bound upon the question of the relative
poai tion of the two aides of the earth, the up-side and the
d»wn-side. [Laughter.] I much fear if the destinies of
tl£s ea' th were entrusted into hia bauds.and I believe he
aaiires to no less.an "ocean-bound republio," with all
tht islands included, has become too small a theatre for
hM vaultr.ng ambition, has shrunk into too narrow a field
for his extraordinary schemes. The time has come when,
iu his opinion, we should have a "foreign polioy." I
u»uuh fear t.Hat the destinies of this good mother earth
would not be >«ery safe in his hands; that the old beldam
would rock to her foundation; we would have to write
upon it, as we c^o upon glassware, "right side up with
?are. [Laughter.J In the locomotive spirit of his pro-
fressive Democracy her progress through the heavens
Would be altogether too tardy ; her very revolutions would
teem too monotonou e and regular, not half so stirring as
« Hungarian or Fren ch revolution, almost as antique and
cfjsolete as the principles of our own. I admire the bold-
$i**s of bis schemes, wMle I am startled at their novelty,

ty prove him to be a true and lineal descendant of that
er great Douglass, " tlfAt sprightly Scot o' Scots," whom

mat renowned philosopher, John Faistaff, said " would run

\iuiY pwP®ntJ!?ular horseback." The Senator from
Mtehigan, (Mr. Cass,) following after with a lagging sort of
0 u-togy pace m this race of progress, only exciting the con¬
tempt and derision of his more youthftil and nimble coad-
J r* and contestants, is satisfied, for the present, witb

U° "? th® government of the affairs of this
wo*d than the simple expression, in a Congressional
tor*, of his "deep concern " at the outrage perpetrated
by loaaia, leaving it for those who shall come after us,
wh<A we snail have progressed still further.to the still
youiteer Democracy.tochoose between the alternative of
faghtbg or backing out. He gives us many u worthy pre¬
cede* and example in history in which nations have pro¬
tested and expressed their deep concern, but which had
result*} in no war, nor, indeea, as is perhaps worthy of
remarL m any thing else. It is true, that able Senator
lias b$n recently endeavoring to convince us that his
deep concern " is, after all, not so very deep : perhaps

extending but little beyond the result of the next Presi¬
dential election. If it means no more than he recently
argues, Icon/ess it ia not worth the discussion. It either
meais something or nothing. If it means nothings it is
simply idle and ridiouloiu, and it ia not worth a single
speeoh from a man of his oonoeded ability ; it is surely
not worthy as a grave proposition to b« entertained week
after week in the Senate chamber of the United States,
und to occupy the attention of Legislature after Legisla^
ture, in resolutions formally paased, and here gravely pre¬
sented. But, if it means any thing, it meana a subversion
3f the whole spirit and character of our institutions and
jut Government. Bring me no- precedents from the his¬
tory of European nations. I have not read the bloody
pages of their history in rain. I know that they have en¬
tertained and acted upon many schemes of intervention,
under various pretexts, and for various purposes ; for the
preservation of the balance of power, or for their own

aggrandizement. We know that they have done thia at'
in incalculable expense of treasure and of blood, as in the
ittse of Great Britain, at the cost of an enormous public
lebt upon her shoulders, which she never can and never

hopes to get rid of. I have read that one of her earliest
attempts at the exercise of foreign power was the send¬
ing of the two regiments to Tangiers, which became the
germ of that standing army against which the heart of.
:;very free-born Briton so long revolted, but which, at
ength, with all their other evils, they have becomc used
to, and now quietly submit to.
This Government, if I have any appreciation of its

genius and character, is not a Government in the sense in
which the term is applied to those of Europe. It is a
Government formed with limited powers.powers reoog-
aised and conceded to be limited in all that appertains to
t>ur domestic policy. If I ask you to expend the paltry
Hum of $50,000'to clear out the dam at the head of Cum¬
berland island, the eyes and hands are elevated in patri¬
otic horror and indignation at this outrageous violation of
'.he Constitution. And yet we are called upon, in the as¬

sertion of the principles of universal humanity, and in re¬

dressing the wrongs of men ond nations, to exercise pow¬
ers unknown and unlimited. Tell me not that the foreign
policy of this Government must be a unit, and, being in
no part reserved to the States, belongs in the whole to the
Federal Government. There are powers which belong to
aeither, as the power to disregard that condition of a re¬

publican form of government imposed upon the admission
of a State into the Union, which cannot be disregarded by
the one, or dispensed with by the other. The foreign
power of the Federal Government is guarded in the Con¬
stitution with no less care than its domestic.each grant
being doled out with avaricious caution.no one being
supposed to cover any other not clearly involved in it.
The power to " declare war," not carrying with it the
power to grant letters of marque and reprisal, nor even
to "raise armies or "maintain a navy," without express
grant* for the purpose. For the framers of that instru¬
ment well knew that the danger of a usurpation of power
waa even greater, and the results infinitely more stupen¬
dous, in the foreign relations than in the domestic odmin-
istration of the Government. In the latter, it will be
carefully watched and guarded against, as it should be,
by the various local and rival interests to be affected.
Sir, from my limited reading of history I feel warranted
in saying.and, if time allowed, I might cite examples
even with the learned Senator from Michigan.that ifever
the fate of all past republics should become the fate of
our own; if ever the liberties of thia people shall be
trampled under the iron heel of military despotism, it will
be upon the basis of federal consolidation, and through
the means of foreign war. How indispensable, then, was

it that the Federal Government should be constituted aa

it was, self-defensive, unaggressive, the Constitution being
formed, as it describes itrelf, for the " common defence,"
to secure the blessings of liberty to outmiret and our

posterity.
I will not go back to search the writings of Washing¬

ton, with those gentlemen who have taken extracts wrest¬
ed from their context, and perverted from their true
meaning, to make him a witness against himself. Let
that be conceded for the present which they so earnestly
demand, either that he waa too short-righted to foresee
the state of things which has now arisen, or that, not dar¬
ing to look fifty or sixty years in advance, he only attempt¬
ed, in his Farewell Address, to give counsel and fix the
policy of the country for his own time. I care not for
that. They tell us that we were then weak, and compa-
ratively powerless, and that our own necessities compelled
us to remain neutral in all the qnarrels of foreign Powers,
and that our own self-defence was the last limit, and must
of necessity be the last limit, of our hopes and expecta¬
tions. Have we grown sufficiently strong yet for the
schemes and purposes those gentlemen propose to us?
The able and eloquent Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
Socli) tells us, in his entertaining speech, which I heard
with much pleasure, that now, instead of three millions of
people, we have twenty-five millions; that we have.I
forget the figures.a vast number of steamboats, and a

vast amount of tonnage. The relevancy of this last item
1 confess I do not exactly perceive. Are we now power-
ful enough to effect a deliverance of Europe; to constitute
ourselves the executive power of international law; to
turn ourselves into a sort of police force, to arrest and

«unish all national criminals and prevent national crimes ?
Hth a sparsely populated country, with an immense ter¬

ritory not settled with a population sufficient for its culti¬
vation.the more rapid settlement of which is the object
of the bill now under our consideration.are we in the
condition of those over-populated countries, to whom war
is sometimes a means of reform, and even pestilence itself;
a tolerable eril, with its compensatory advantages T Are
we powerful enough, generous enough, having little enough
to hope for or care for at home, to go abroad and to under¬
take the affairs of every body else ? I care not for the
change in our circumstances. It matters but little, and
it is a waste of time to discuss it. What was prudence
and sound policy then must be so now. Whatever contri¬
buted then to oherish and develop the wealth, and power,
and prosperity of the eountry, most still have the same
effect. And, though we might now be better able to afford
the immense sacrifice proposed for the benefit of others,
as patriots we have no more right to make that sacrifice
now than then. We sit here as an American Congress,
not as a Congress of nations, and in that oapacity can
know no higher law than the Constitution we have sworn
to support Te suppose otherwise would be to mock the
Deity in the invocation of his name to witness the oath
we swear to support that Constitution, our only rule of
duty as patriots and as Representatives. The chanwe jn
our circumstances, the growth of our power, can affect
the qaestion in no point of view, exoept that, perhaps we
may be tempted by it to do that which then we would not
because we could not That our extended commercial re¬
lations may render us more liable to become involved in
the wars of other nations is an argument which, however
plausible, can have nothing to do with the question. When
the time comes that, for the protection of those enlarged
and complicated interests, for the defence of our national
rights or honor, we must M we have done before wo to
war, I hope every patriot will be prepared for the' struw-
gle ; and I have every confidence that onr energies and re¬
sources will be eqnal to the emergency. If have these
extended interests to protect; if our more complicated re¬
lations render us more liable than formerly to the danrers

::,"".1 *<.<*

H*°'*r' nothin* the deliverance of
l!.**'7 Rnw,,V W# 0M nothing for the de-

r°P P0. °f mother by the
,.

',0* wspon* are we to
proceed m this great co«flict ? The Autwrit 0f Komi*,

r with * million of armed men, »ntuoted by the detno at
Austria, Ureunuo like, dinga into one scale the hwon)
acd into the other the valorous Senator frou» Michigan
hurls his potent Congresrional resolution of '. deepcon
cern." Laughter.] What is to be the result wKt the
issue of this great conflict ? Why, Lord PalnitJrsToi tells

tUbV?esujTruTlirIhl\rthgt,r tbaU #ad of ^««e
resujt must be that the puissant Senator from Michi¬

gan will cume forth triumphant from the conflict Bui
"'f' V? n«f C°ngrewional reeolutions, careful}/ consider-

^ diplomatically penned, ably advocated byL Sena^r
mtheother^»d of the Capitol, or resolution dictate!
by Kossuth at llarrisburg, and rated by acclamation by
a mass meetiug-these are not the opinions which are
stronger than amies. They are those opinions which
take possession of the aoel; which become deep, aSrtdlng
convictions of the heart and mind, Jnd which cannot bf
severed from it; which pass from heart to heart with
electric communication. These are the opinions which
are stronger than armies, because ttoey take possession of
anaies themselves, and turn them against the tyrants
whom they served. And, sir, how are those opinions ori-

'thPr°Pttga ^ ?d HUatained ? % the contempt
of the e*an»ple of our greatness, our proeperity, our

progress, and our power. The very fact that we, in do¬
ing nothing more thaa taking care ot ourselves, have
prospered, is a sufficient reason for the propagation and
support of such opinions as these. Such convictions are
more powerful than armies. Why, the moral influence of
our example has gone throughout Europe with a power
more imposing than the march of armies or the weight

reB~1"ieai8tlV,e' .
8ubvertin« empires,- overturning

ynastiesi and awakening whole nations of people to a
consciousness of their rights. If ever the defive£nce of
Europe is to be effeoted, it is by such means as these. If
the prejudices of a thousand years can be cast aside, as an
old garment, worn out and to be abandoned ; if they can
break those fetters which have eaten into their very flesh,
jf cham .^ch clanks about the very heart itself: if
Shey can nd themselves of institutions, and the pnrju-
«ces on which these institutions are founded, wbioli have

£2?lil»«-honored, a veiy part of
their political ami social life itself, almost inseparable
I.hU Qf^rttl 80cittl exi8t«nce, this is the!? hope'
1("l .r °^ope One man cannot govern an unwil¬
ling nation, I* is abeurd. When a whole people beoorae

winw,mpre»88!t the conviction that free institutions

w lf^Kre ^"T^PPiness, they will become free; aad
when they eorae fWly to understand and appreciate theasa «£
^*5®risrhk
rieL.. rr gk* 8ay that 1 WM a "young Ame-

v(lt
' X. I&it we have not that classification

the f!L m! / IJ0U8e' and 1 like t0 conform to
the customs and usages of the party to which I belong

bwn foTfi^6"8 ^ 8ortr~that P'ogress which has

i.W r y..jeare American idea. There was in that)

J2!u2u °ft*n'bound republic" at least sometime
8tirred tte heart appealed

Am^fTde ofeTW7l0W of his country. I love natural,
American progress, the development of true principles, in
alltheir consequences, the advance to true happiness and

iff"9?' u"4 ,** 1X8 not turn back aud attempt,
what I fear is a hopeless task, to regenerate thelld

tffT, x"8tituti0"8 of Europe. Let crumbling
le^the^ h .L^bliC8 teke care of themselves-

hl ill bUry ^^ 1 fear ^*11 never learn

worldw
gfi°graphy * Eur°Pe ¥>d balance of the

7 , .
® 8eem neTer h) remember, that of the nine

tiw dwU*#* ttTt inhabiting the globe only a frac

men J";11'^T* ot earth" Sir, when I hear

r» alk p U*C8' " Burope were the world, and her
chances and changes aad her fiat its destiny, I think of

Fair'^dW WtntV ft LoQ.don dttrmg the "World's

saw for thpT^? hl8 °Pmion of England, which he
* f0J fir8t said it was a fine country.well

hifo^ti 8Tnall~he fe,t cramped ever since

Jfti£?*iTL0n Ul® 18!aRd.bad no exercise at all, he was
afraid to take a morning walk for fear of walking off the

2SIST*?' tLan?bter i Let us learn for once

thTXH 18 .ua 8mal1 P°rt,0n of the habitable globe,
and that thrngs will not and cannot always remain a! they
, . } .'in the sPlrit of American progressien,
look to the future and not to the past. This continent is

W« 6n°Uf 10 8a^ aU our aspirations.a theatre
large enough upon which to develop the true principles of
modern American civilization. Why, sir, the march of
cmhzation like the march of Christianity, has been from
the days of the wise men of Chaldea down to the present
lme from East to West. You might as well attempt to
urn back the natural sun in its course as to revert the
sun of civilization in its westward way. This is the course
it ever has pursued, and this must be the course which it
ever will pursue. Following its way, we ourselves have
a P 0U1, feet uPon tbe shores of the Pacific,
and there has sprung Up a mighty empire, more like the

23? a°1 ,mag ° ^ ^ growth of nations. My
friend before me (Mr. McCohkle) looks the persoaifica-
tion of patriotic pride as I utter it. From that Western

J.°re, the genius of American progress already looks be-
-jond the ocean t» that great and wonderful country,
whose trade has enriched every nation which haa enjoyed

greet Wltt pleasure every scheme which
contemplates a more speedy, rapid, and frequent inter¬
course between that rich land and our own. My heart
respoaded cordially to the spirit which prompted the re-
cen Japan expedition. Quiet and unpretending as it is,
fnJn I genuine spirit of progress in it than

the fine harangues about the principles of universal
humanity, of liberty, fraternity, equality.of Hungarian,
Krench, or Italian independence. The far-seeing eye of
Napoleon turned to that land, rich in the gifts ofHeaven.
nch in historical associations.with its dim annals half
mythic, half historical.going back to the time when in¬
fant man had scarce left the tutelage of the parent Crea¬
tor.to that land he ever looked as the true battle-ground
upon which the struggle for European supremacy was to
e ought. And in the last days of his retirement, looking

back upon his career, he felt that his mission was unful¬
filled He declared that Sir Sidney Smith had stood at
Acre between him and his destiny. Sir, upon that battle¬
field is to be fought a battle of emulation, ofphilanthropy.
a struggle between Christian civilization and the semi-
?arbansm of ignorance and superstition.a struggle far
nobler, with far different weapons, with far higher ends
and nobler purposes, and I hope, for mankind, with far
happ.er results, than the struggles of Napoleon. There
where the lamp of religion and learning was first lit up,
'ts light will be relumed.there where began the long
chequered history of the misery and happiness, the bar¬
barism and civilization, the degradation and the elevation
of man, the closing scene of the grand drama will be con-
summated.

A 8UMMER EXCURSION TO THE NORTHWEST.

FRO* THE SAVANNAH REPUBLICAN OF MAT I.
A party of ladies and gentlemen leave here this morn-

ing, by the Central Road, on a summer excursion to the

St^Ln^r?*" vi
' Newest. They consist of Mr.

Stephen Clay King, of Wayne county, his lady, two
daughters, and three eons, and Mr. Henry Oignillat of
Olynn county, and perhaps one or two English gentle-

,
A ®e.mb?r of, th® P*rty passed on some time

since to St. Louis to lay in provisions and provide con¬

veyances.
r

?k
F wl" StJ*"18 excursionists will take a boat up

the Missouri river for several hundred milee, and at a
convenient place disembark and strike out into the prai-
nes which border on the eastern slope of the Rooky Monn-

>n*. They will take with them a wagon so constructed
asto swing a mattress into it to sleep on, two or three
ignt carriages, saddle horses, tents, servants, and all
ne conveniences of cooking, sleeping, Ac. They will

, ft *°rt Laramie, at the foot of the Rocky Moun¬
tains, and other posts in the far Weet, pass through the
hunting grounds of the Pawnee, Kansas, and Ottoe In¬
dians, and make the circuit of the broad prairies lying
west of Minnesota. The party expect to return to 8t.
Louu by the middle of October. .<-

The climate of the Western Pralriee is represented by
travellers to be exceedingly fine. Tbe air is pure and dry,
the water excellent, and She temperature delightful. Upon
the high table lands east of the Rocky Mountains dew
enough does not flail at night to dampen a nam brick hand¬
kerchief, and traveller* very often sleep out at night,
during the summer, without any oovering or protection!
We have seen a statement somewhere that, in conse¬

quence of the puritv and dryness of the atmosphere, ani¬
mal and vegetable decomposition takes place less rapidly
in that region than any where else on the western con¬

tinent.
A son of Mr. King went over the same ground last

year with a partv of gentlemen from New Orleans, and
derived so much benefit from it that his father has deter¬
mined to take his family with him. AU the gentlemen of
the party will go amply armed to defend themselves
against the Indians, should they attempt an attaok, and

Cvided with all the necessary means for hunting and
I'M?- We wish them a pleasant time and a safe return.

Fahit Trees, Ac. by Steamers..Our attention has
been drawn to the immense increase in the importation of
trees, evergreens, sftruhs, and plants from Liverpool by
our line of steamers. The importation previous to last
winter had been almost impracticable from the danger of
being damaged by a lengthened voyage in sailing vessels.
Iron ships are particularly adapted for them, from the
fast of the temperature being regulated by the coolness of
the water ia which the vessel sails. Our informant has
seen some of those landed from the " City of Manchester's"
last voyage, and reports them almost as fresh-looking as

when taken from the ground. This ship has no less than
one hundred tons for our horticulturists and oitiiens, who
are already finding the advantage in beautifying the
ground around their country houses at only a moderate
expense. They are imported free of <hity.

[Philadelphia fiutldm.

'I LAWS OK VHK WrtWiD 8TATEH
Fa^ed at the First Seuioti vf the Thirtysecond Oan-

tjrem of the United Statet of America.
[Public Act.No. 11.]

AN ACT to extend the time for selecting lando granted
to tilt Bute of Wisconsin for saline purposes.

Be it enacted by tU Senate and Home of Representatives
of the United Statu of America in Congress assembled, That
the time for selecting lands for saline purposes, granted
to the State of Wisooncin by virtue of the fourth subdi¬
vision of the aeventh sec tion of an act entitled " An aet
to enable the people of Wisconsin Territory to form a con¬
stitution and Stat/Government, and for the admission of
such State into the Union," approved the sixth day of
August, in the yeur eighteen hundred and forty-six, be
and the same is hereby extended to the ftrst day of Janu¬
ary, in the year eighteen liundred and fifty-four; and the
land so selected previous to the day last mentioned, shall
be granted to said State for the* same purposes, on the
same conditions, and with like effect, as if the same hud
been selected and confirmed within the time limited bythe aet above mentioned.

Approved, May 4, 186'i.

[Public Act.No* 12.}
AN* ACT tt> change the time of holding fhe United States

District' Courts in Alabama, and for other purposes.Be it enacted! Ay the Senate and llovue *f Representatives
cf ths" United1States of Amerioain Congress assembled, That
the Distrust*Counts of the United States for the State of
Alabama shall be held in each.and every year as follows:
At Mobile on the fourth Monday in April and the second .

Monday after the- fourth Monday in November; at Hunts-
viQe on the seoondi Monday in May and the second Mon¬
day in November p and at Monflgomejy on the fourth Mon¬
day) in May and tin fourth Monday in November.

Cfec. 2. And be it further enaoted, That the county of
Butler shall Hereafter ferm a part' of and be embraced in
the middle district etf said Sti vte.

Approved, Mty 4,. 1862.

[Bcrnua Ersoi.ir.rioi*..No. 7.}.
J0I?3T RESOLUTION approv ing and confirming an act

of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Oregon,entitled "An act to provide Tor the selection of placesfor location and erection of t he public buildings of the
Territory of Oregon," and for other purposes.
Whereas by the first section ol' an aof of the LegislativeAssembly of the Territory of Ore gon, passed by the House

of Representatives of said Terri tory on the thirtieth day
'

of January, eighteen hundred a nd fifty-one, and by the
Council of said iTerritory ea th< first day ef February,eighteen hundred find fifty-one, entitled* "An act to pro¬vide for the selection of places fo >r location and erection.
of the public buildings of the Ten itory of Oregon," it was
enacted that the seat of gnvernmt nt of said Territory be
established and located at1Salem, fc a the county of Marion,in said Territory,.,and that each an d every, session, either
general or special, of the Legisli itive Assembly of said
Territory thereafter convened ahal 1 be held at Salem, in>
said Territory; and whereas donbti i have arisen as to the
validity of said acti Be it therefore ,

Resolved by the Senate and Houooe of Representatives ofthe United Slates of* America m Con gress assembled, That
said act of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of
Oregon establishing and locating the seat of governmentof said Territory at Salem, in the county of Marion, in
said Territory, be and the same is hen :by ratified, approv¬ed, and confirmed.

Seo. 2. And be it.-further resolved, Tliat the late session
ef the Legislative Assembly of said Territory, held at Sa¬
lem, in conformity, with the provisions of the act above
referred to, be and the same is hereby* declared to have
beea held in confonnlty to the provision s of law.

Approved, May 4, 1852.

WHAT IS A KOSSUTH BOND ?
A gentleman who got " sucked in" with one the other

day, to the amount of one dollar, has kindly loaned (not
given) it to us, that -we may determine to what species of
humbug it belongs. It is dated New York, February 2,
1862, check letter B, No. 20,798. At the top is the genius
of liberty treading on the neck ef a king. At the bottom,
on the left, is a full portrait of Kossuth, with his hat and
feather; on the right the personification of Liberty. The
filling up is as follows:

"HUNGARIAN FUND.
44 On demand one year after the establishment in fact

of the Isdipkhdkbt Hdnoakum Govkrkmkht, the holder
hereof shall be entitled to Omb Dollar, payable at the
National Treasury, or at either of its Agencies at London
or New York, or to exchange the same in sums of FiftyDollars or over, for certificates bearing four per cent, in¬
terest, payable in .ten equal annual instalments from one .

year after said event. "L. Kossuth."
It will be observed that Kossuth does not promiee to pay

this money himeelf, nor does he promise that any body
else shall pay it, but only that the bearer shall be " en¬
titled " to receive it, i. e. if he can get it, either at the
Agency of the Hungarian Treasury in London or in Nvw
York, i. t. If there should be any such agency, in one year
after the establishment in fiact of the Hungarian Govern¬
ment, i. e. if there should be any such Government. If
he did promise- that it should be paid by the Hungarian
Government, they would be no more bound by his promise-
than we are. He was once Governor of Hungary, but
formally resigned the trost when the crisis came, so that
"Robin's alive" did not even die in his hand. Such
"bonds" are a burlesque upon the very idea of a promise.
They are a fraud or a humbug on the face of them ; and
for that reason, if no other, ought not to be encouraged.

[Journal of Commerce.

A PROPOSED "REFORM."
Foxztiks-.An individual interested in the progress of

" de fonetik siunaiz," lately proposed to a pupil in this
study a translation of the ballad of " Whoever stole our
old blue hen" as a specimen of the proficiency of the
student We submit the first stanza, which we under¬
stand is highly approved by the admirers of "fonetiks."
It may serve to show what a raream^rovement some folks
are trying to introduce into our common schools for the
benefit of the rising generation :

Huevr stol er olbiuhen,
Tha'd betr letur B.

She nllwz lad 2egzada
k Sundiz she lad 8.

Certainly oar Legislature must be vastly behind the
age not to sanction the project of discarding the "old
fogy" English language for this delightful " new fogy"
dialect.

If we are rightly Informed, the " fonetiks" are to be
accompanied by instruction in Spiritual Rappings. This
will strike every one as a very judicious and appropriate
combination of studies under "egxistin serkumstunsiz."
The ineffable sublimities of the spiritual manifestations
cannot be presented to mortal eyes in a more fitting garb
than the cabalistical " hookiticrooks" of " fonetik siuns."
The Delphic oracle, it will be remembered, wrote very
bad Greek,

A little crazy, but no less divine.
Why should not modern oraclea talk as bad English as

possible, that is to say, fonetik^ The Commonwealth
surely cannot grudge a few thousand dollars to establish
a " Normal Rapping School" where common sense and
orthography aajr both he knocked eat of joint together.

[Boston Courier.
Right to ths Boot or a Dkckasbd Wire..The Pari*

correspondent of the New York Express says:
.* A curious case has been lately submitted to the CBril

Tribunal of the Seine. M. Appert, a tradesman, demand¬
ed that he should be declared entitled to possess the mortal
remains of his wife, who died in 1827, and was burled in
the cemetery of Pierre la Chaise. It was stated during
the hearing that though he had married a second time,
he had made a point of annually visiting the tomb, of his.
deceased wife, and that on going there on last Ail Souls
Day he was surprised to find the tomb demolished, and
to learn that the coffin had been removed to thn family
vault of M. Legras, the deceased's father. A good deal
of learned argument was entered into as to whether the
remains of a deceased female were the rightful property
of her husband or her father; the tribunal finally decided
in favor of the husband. It accordingly ordered that, as
it was desirable not to disturb the repose of the dead, M.
Appert should be declared proprietor of the new tomb to
which the remains of his wife had been removed, and
that her father should be forbidden to have any thing to
do with it. It also condemned the father* M. Legras, to
the costs."

How to Cook a Potato..Wash it well, but let there
be no scraping. At the thiokest end cut off a piece the
size of a sixpence. This is the safety-valve through
which the steam escapes, and all rents In the skin are
thereby prevented, just as the valve prevents a rupture in
the steam boiler.
We are happy in being able to state that there Is no

intention to appoint a successor in the French Consulate
for the States of South Carolina, North Carolina, and
Georgia, a post which has been for many years so credit-
ably filled by Count o« Cnoissvu. .Charleston New*.


